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San Francisco 

Directions: match the word with the definition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions: circle the best answer. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. populous (adj) ____  a) a small gift purchased to remember a vacation 

2. nickname (n) ____   b) causing destruction 

3. social media (n) ____  c) a person traveling for pleasure 

4. occur (v) ____  d) to damage beyond repair 

5. devastating (adj) ____  e) an imagined story 

6. destroy (v) ____  f) to happen or take place 

7. fiction (n) ____ g) a shortened or familiar version of someone’s real 

name 

8. tourist (n) ____  h) websites used by people to share information and 

develop social and professional contacts 

9. souvenir (n) ____   i) crowded 

10. notorious (adj) ____  j) famous for a bad reason 

 
1. Rocco bought a ______ for his sister at 

the airport. 
a) nickname 
b) tourist 
c) souvenir 
d) social media 

 
2. The tornado ______ the new school. 
a) destroyed 
b) devastating 
c) occur 
d) populous 

 
3. Non-fiction tells a true story. ______ is 

imaginary. 
a) Notorious 
b) Occur 
c) Devastating 
d) Fiction 

 
4. ______ allows us to make friends all 

around the world. 
a) tourist 
b) social media 
c) notorious 
d) nickname 
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The City by the Bay 
 

 
 
San Francisco is located in Northern California. It is the fourth most populous city in California and the 13th 
most inhabited city in America. San Francisco has several nicknames: San Fran, The City by the Bay, and The 
Golden City. San Fran is a popular tourist destination for Americans and foreigners alike. In 2016, more than 
25 million people visited the city. 
 

Several world-famous businesses have their headquarters in or around San Francisco. Some of these 
companies include Uber, Gap, Twitter, Sephora, and Tesla. In the early 2000s, San Francisco was at the center 
of the social media boom.  At that time many employees from Apple, Google, Facebook, and Twitter chose to 
live in San Francisco. The Bay Area is also home to top universities, including Stanford University, University of 
California-Berkley, and Santa Clara University. 
 

The citizens of San Francisco love sports. The city is home to the San Francisco Giants (MLB), the San Francisco 
49ers (NFL), and the Golden State Warriors (NBA). The Warriors have been the best NBA team of the past 10 
years, winning championships in 2015, 2017, and 2018. Stephen Curry is the star player. 
 

In 2015, a Hollywood movie named San Andreas was released. The movie, starring Dwayne Johnson, tells the 
story of a devastating earthquake which destroys most of San Francisco. The movie is fiction, but it is based in 
fact. Scientists say there is a good chance that a strong earthquake will occur in San Francisco within the next 
50 years.  
 

If you visit San Francisco on vacation, you will be busy! There are so many exciting places to go and see. Pier 
39 is one of the most popular tourist spots. At Pier 39, you can shop for souvenirs, eat delicious food, and 
watch lively street performances. From Pier 39 you can look out and see Alcatraz Island. Alcatraz was once a 
prison home to America’s most notorious criminals. Nowadays, Alcatraz is a popular museum. Last, but not 
least, you must visit the Golden Gate Bridge. No trip to San Francisco would be complete without seeing 
America’s most famous bridge. Before leaving San Francisco, make sure you take a selfie in front of the Golden 
Gate! 
 
 
Directions: write a sentence about your life situation. 
 

1. Los Angeles is the most populous city in California. What is the most populous city in your country? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Pier 39 is a popular tourist spot in San Francisco. What is a popular tourist spot in your country? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. San Andreas was a popular, fictional (adj.) movie in 2015. What is a fictional movie that you like? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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